
 

 
 

Record-Breaking 24 NASCAR® Engine Builder Teams Sign Up  
To Compete in the 2008 MAHLE Engine Builder Showdown 
 
Ann Arbor, MI, Apr. 22, 2008 – The ninth annual MAHLE Engine 
Builder Showdown in May produces another record-breaking turnout 
among NASCAR® engine builders.  
 

Twenty-four engine builder teams – including those from almost every 
NASCAR Sprint® Cup race team, as well as teams from Nationwide® 
Series and Craftsman® Truck Series races – have signed up for this 
year’s contest. This marks the second consecutive year the Showdown 
fields a record-breaking number of participating teams. In 2007, a total 
of 19 NASCAR engine builder teams participated in the Showdown. 
 
The MAHLE Engine Builder Showdown, presented by MAHLE Clevite 
Inc., pits top NASCAR engine builders in a race to build and 
successfully run a Sprint® Cup 357-cubic inch Ford engine in the 
shortest time possible. Through a process of three rounds of 
preliminary and semi-final eliminations, the competition culminates in a 
final showdown between the two fastest teams.  
 
Bill McKnight, Team Leader - Training for MAHLE Clevite says, “I 
spoke with many of the NASCAR engine builders competing in this 
year’s Showdown and they’re revved up and ready to go. They not 
only want to win the Showdown, they’re out to break last year’s engine 
build record.”   
 
The Pro Motor Engine team of Dennis Borem and Darrell Hoffman won 
the 2007 Showdown with a record-setting engine build of 16 minutes 
and 25 seconds, with no penalties. This winning time includes 60 
seconds of hot running time. 
 
“Watching the Showdown teams in action is something to behold. It 
gives you a greater appreciation for the amazing talents of these 
outstanding NASCAR engine builders,” adds McKnight. 
 
MAHLE Clevite presents the winning team with the Showdown’s grand 
prize — the prestigious Randy Dorton Memorial Trophy, plus a cash 
prize of $26,000. The Showdown runner-up team receives $9,000. 
Overall, the competition awards a total prize package of over $50,000. 
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MAHLE Clevite hosts all preliminary rounds of the MAHLE Engine 
Builder Showdown at the NASCAR Technical Institute (NTI), in 
Mooresville, NC. The final round of the competition takes place on May 
20, also at NTI. 
 
MAHLE Clevite Inc. is one of the world’s largest suppliers of pistons, 
valve train parts, engine bearings, piston rings, and engine gaskets. 
MAHLE Clevite brands include MAHLE Original® pistons, assemblies, 
valves, cylinder liners, Clevite® engine bearings and engine parts, 
Victor Reinz® gaskets and Perfect Circle® piston rings. In addition, 
Clevite®, Victor Reinz® and Perfect Circle® are official NASCAR® 
Performance Products. The Internet address for MAHLE Clevite is 
www.mahleclevite.com. 
 
MAHLE has a local presence in all important world markets. The 
Group has more than 40,000 dedicated employees in 110 production 
plants and seven research and development centers. Worldwide, 
nearly 2,300 development engineers and technicians work as partners 
for our customers on forward-thinking concepts, products and systems 
focused on the continuous development of the combustion engine. In 
2007, the MAHLE Group expects sales of approximately EUR 5 billion 
(USD 7.5 billion), positioning the company among the top 30 
automotive suppliers globally.  

 
 
For further information: 
MAHLE Clevite Inc. 
Ted Hughes 
Marketing 
1350 Eisenhower Place 
Ann Arbor, MI 48108 
Phone: +1 734 975 7936 
Fax: +1 734 975 7820 
ted.hughes@usmahle.com 

 


